
REF:  OUT 20/16453 

Minutes 

Meeting Cape Byron Marine Park Advisory Committee - CBMPAC 

Meeting No 2020 – Meeting 5 Date 15 December 2020 

Location Via Zoom Video Conference 

& Phone 

Time 3.00 – 5.00 pm 

 Invitees CBMPAC Members 

Theresa Nicholls, Serge Killingbeck, Daniel Bucher, Bill Silvester, John Gallagher, 

Alice Livingston, Basil Cameron, Keith Williams,  

CBMPAC Alternate Members 

Cate Coorey, Peter Watts 

DPI Staff 

Sarah Fairfull – Director Aboriginal Fishing & Marine & Coastal Environments 

(DAFMCE), Rodney James - Program Leader Marine Planning (PLMP), Nicole 

Strehling – Senior Manager Marine Planning (SMMP), Andrew Page - Manager 

Cape Byron Marine Park (MCBMP), Mim Knollys – Manager Marine Planning, Heath 

Folpp – A/Research Leader Marine Ecosystems 

Apologies Theresa Nicholls, Basil Cameron, Serge Killingbeck, Alice Livingston, Cate Coorey 

Prepared by DPI 

Previous meeting 

Action Status 

20.12: Senior Manager Marine Planning (SMMP) to email 

the Draft Engagement Plan to members for feedback and 

comment on 7 August. 

Completed, no comments received 

20.13: Review of the Marine Estate Management Act 2014 Completed - comments from members were 

collated and submitted for consideration on 9 

September 2020 

 

This meeting 

Item Issue Action 

1. Welcome and Acknowledgement of Country  The Chair welcomed attendees to the meeting 

and provided an Acknowledgement of Country 
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2. Apologies 

• Alice Livingston, Basil Cameron, Serge 

Killingbeck, Theresa Nicholls, Cate Coorey 

 

3.  
Actions from Meeting 4 

Actions from meeting 4 were completed as 

indicated above. 

4. 

 

Adoption of Minutes from Meeting 4 

• No comments received relating to adoption of 

minutes. 

 

• Keith Williams moved that the draft minutes 

be accepted as a true record of the last 

meeting of the CBMPAC on 7 August 2020. 

• The motion was seconded by Peter Watts. 

5. Update on new member with expertise in 

recreational fishing 

• Members were informed that Joshua 

Hayhoe has resigned his position as a 

member with expertise in recreational 

fishing on the CBMPAC and that Peter 

Watts as the alternate member can attend 

meetings as the acting standing member 

until a call for new members is undertaken 

to fill the vacancy. DPI Fisheries is in the 

process of seeking approval to call for 

expressions of interest to fill a number of 

vacancies across all marine park advisory 

committees in early 2021. The committees 

will be advised when this occurs. 

6. Update on changes to DPI Fisheries structures 

and implications 

DAFMCE provided an update on the:  

• Marine Estate Management Authority 

governance structure 

•  new DPI Fisheries structure. 

• John Gallagher asked about the Trawl Whiting 

Harvest Strategy and was informed that a 

Working Group for this fishery has already been 

established as a priority. Further details are 

available at 

https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/harvest-

strategies/trawl-whiting-harvest-strategy-

working-group  
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7. Update on draft Management Plan 

• A/Senior Manager Marine Planning provided an 

update on development of the draft marine 

park management plan. 

• Since the last meeting in August, DPI Fisheries 

has worked hard to incorporate the valuable 

advice received from the five marine park 

advisory committees, nine government 

agencies and all branches of DPI Fisheries into 

a preliminary draft marine park management 

plan. 

• The draft is currently subject to internal review 

to ensure it is the best possible initial product 

for further consideration. 

• DPI Fisheries appreciates the committee’s 

patience as the draft plan has been developed 

and hopes to share the preliminary draft with 

the committee as soon as possible so that it 

can continue to be enhanced with their 

feedback and advice into a draft for the 

approval of the Marine Estate Management 

Authority and the Ministers. 

• Once approved as a draft, the draft plan will be 

subject to a minimum of two months 

community consultation.  DPI Fisheries will 

appreciate the additional feedback and advice 

from the committee throughout that time to 

enhance the draft into a final plan for the 

approval of the Ministers. 

• No comments or questions were received 

from MPAC members on the update. 

8. Research update provided by DPI Fisheries 

A/Research Leader (Marine Ecosystems) 

• Research update  

• A/Senior Manager Marine Planning introduced 

the research presentation. 

• As DPI Fisheries worked through the marine 

park planning process this year with marine 

park advisory committees, the science around 

three specific issues has been a particular 

concern for the community: 

o Sanctuary zones 

o Greynurse Sharks 

o Sea Urchins (particularly for Batemans 

and Jervis Bay) 

• Greg Finn, a member of the Port Stephens 

Great Lakes MPAC, joined the meeting for 

the research update as he was unable to 

attend the PSGL MPAC meeting. 

• DPI Senior Manager Marine Estate Marine 

Spatial Planning also joined the meeting for 

the research update. 

• 20.14 DPI Fisheries Research Leader 

(Marine Ecosystems) will provide answers to 

all questions taken on notice during the 

meeting. 
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• A/Research Leader (Marine Ecosystems) 

provided a summary of NSW research findings 

across the mainland marine park network for 

each of the three key topics to support a 

common understanding.  Key knowledge gaps 

were discussed. 

• The DPI Fisheries focus is on continually 

improving the research, knowledge and 

evidence base into the future. 

• Marine park advisory committees and agencies 

have identified the need for a research 

prospectus that identifies priorities for future 

research in marine parks. 

• DPI Fisheries has also identified a need to 

improve communication of research to the 

community in future and invited the 

committee’s advice on how DPI Fisheries may 

do so. 

• The members were also invited to consider 

possible future research presentations on issues 

of interest to the committee. 

• The Chair indicated that some issues with over 

harvesting of urchins (rather than there being 

too many) had been identified at Hastings 

Point. 

• There was discussion on concerns about losses 

of seagrass out of the Richmond River and its 

effect on fish in CBMP. 

• DPI Fisheries Research Leader (Marine 

Ecosystems)  indicated that some work has 

been done by the DPI research group on 

seagrasses and rehabilitation of seagrasses and 

there is work going forward on this. 

• A/Senior Manager Marine Planning – indicated 

that feedback form CBMPAC had highlighted 

concerns that estuary catchments separate 

from the marine park maybe impacting on the 

marine park. You will see this reflected in the 

draft actions in the preliminary draft 

management plan. 

• The Chair asked whether in the Port Stephens 

area any difference had been identified 

concerning the number and size of urchin 

barrens inside compared to outside sanctuary 

zones.  

• DPI Fisheries Research Leader (Marine 

Ecosystems) indicated that he would take the 
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question on notice and that Biodiversity 

indicators in barrens were similar to areas 

heavily covered by kelp. 

• MCBMP commented that while sanctuary zones 

may not cover all of the territory of many 

species of fish, some sanctuary zones include 

significant areas of territory which is occupied 

by some species of fish during vital stages of 

their life cycles (e.g. aggregation/spawning sites 

of snapper, Greynurse Sharks) and that research 

conducted in NSW Marine Parks indicated this 

and should be highlighted.  

• DPI Fisheries Research Leader (Marine 

Ecosystems) – indicated that work on Greynurse 

Sharks has shown these areas to be providing 

protection during breeding and pupping but 

there are gaps in knowledge of what happens 

to pups after birth.  

• Gregg Finn (PSGLMPAC) – urchin barren habitat 

depends a lot on the type of exposure to sea 

conditions. Storm surges decimate the 

populations when they have insufficient habitat 

to hide. Saw this in Port Stephens after large 

swells a few years ago. Hasn’t seen any 

improvement in sanctuary areas, probably 

because of lack of large predators to keep them 

in check. Seal Rocks has extensive white rock 

barren habitat which demonstrates rich levels 

of biodiversity due to the current bringing 

nutrient and bait fish. The biodiversity is very 

current driven rather than urchin 

presence/absence. Centrostephanus sea urchins 

are meant to be here, need to be careful about 

seeing them as a pest, but it is important that a 

healthy reef have some of these urchins on 

them. 

9. Harvest strategy update 

• DPI Fisheries Research Leader (Marine 

Ecosystems) provided an update in the absence 

of the DAFMCE. 

• A draft policy has been released to guide the 

strategies which is currently open for 

consultation. Closing date 22 Jan. 

• DAFMCE had to leave the meeting at 4:15 

pm 

• https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/harvest-

strategies/draft-policy-and-

guidelines/open-for-comment  

9. Close 

• Meeting closed at 4:30 pm 

 

https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/harvest-strategies/draft-policy-and-guidelines/open-for-comment
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/harvest-strategies/draft-policy-and-guidelines/open-for-comment
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/harvest-strategies/draft-policy-and-guidelines/open-for-comment
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Next meeting 

TBC 

 

 

  


