
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Draft Marine Estate Management Strategy 
FAQ #9 – PROTECTING THE CULTURAL VALUES OF THE MARINE 
ESTATE 

The Marine Estate Management Authority (the 
Authority) has released a Draft Marine Estate 
Management Strategy (draft Strategy), setting out the 
proposed approach to manage the statewide priority 
threats to the marine estate. 

This fact sheet outlines how the draft Strategy intends 
to support the conservation of cultural values in our 
NSW marine estate. We welcome your feedback on 
this draft Strategy. 

WHY IS THE DRAFT STRATEGY 
NEEDED? 
The marine estate includes some of NSW’s most 
valued assets – its coastline, estuaries and marine 
waters. It provides a range of environmental, cultural, 
social and economic benefits to the NSW community.  

The Strategy is a requirement of the Marine Estate 
Management Act 2014. It must set out the vision and 
priorities for management of the marine estate.  

The vision for the marine estate is a 
healthy coast and sea, managed for the 
greatest wellbeing of the community, now 
and into the future.  

The draft Strategy proposes eight management 
initiatives to address priority and cumulative threats 
to the marine estate over the next decade in order to 
deliver on the vision for the marine estate.  

WHY IS CULTURAL HERITAGE 
IMPORTANT? 
Coastal environments in south-eastern Australia are 
rich in Aboriginal cultural heritage ranging from shell 
middens or stone fish traps to natural features of the 
environment and significant places. The Sea Country 
of NSW is culturally significant to Aboriginal people 
who live along the NSW coast and further afield. Sea 
Country includes beaches, headlands, ocean and 
estuaries and is home to wildlife and plants that are of 
spiritual significance. 

The importance of Sea Country to Aboriginal people is 
reflected in tradition, cultural practices, language and 
stories. This knowledge needs to be passed on 
through generations to ensure continuity of culture. 

WHY IS THIS MANAGEMENT 
INITIATIVE NEEDED? 
The statewide Threat and Risk Assessment (statewide 
TARA) identified priority threats to the social, cultural 
and economic benefits of the marine estate. Priority 
threats are those that are deemed as being of 
moderate or high risk in all three regions (northern, 
central and southern).  



 

 

FAQ #9 – cultural values 

NSW Marine Estate Management Authority – p |2 

Conservation of Sea Country is central to the overall 
health and wellbeing of Aboriginal communities, their 
cultural practices and traditions. Culture, nature, land 
and water are all interconnected.  Aboriginal cultural 
heritage values within the marine estate are at risk 
from a wide range of threats. Physical threats can 
include pollution, loss of habitat or depletion of fish 
stocks.  These, and other threats such as restricted 
access, or competition between user groups, can 
result in a loss of culture. This occurs: 

• through the degradation of culturally 
significant sites 

• by reducing the ability of Aboriginal people to 
maintain connections to Country 

• by limiting the transfer of cultural knowledge 
across generations 

• through the loss of spiritual connections such 
as those with significant species or places. 

The lack of Aboriginal engagement in decision making 
has also been identified as a major threat to culture. 
The need for Aboriginal knowledge and expertise to 
be incorporated into the ongoing management of Sea 
Country, is clearly recognised by government. 
Currently, there is limited opportunity for structured 
and ongoing participation of Aboriginal people in 
marine estate management. Increasing participation 
could assist in the management of priority threats and 
stressors identified by the statewide TARA.  

HOW WILL THE DRAFT 
STRATEGY HELP TO PROTECT 
CULTURAL HERITAGE? 
Management initiative 4 aims to involve Aboriginal 
people in the use, conservation and management of 
the NSW marine estate. Actions proposed aim to 
increase Aboriginal participation in management 
decisions within the marine estate and establish a 
framework that will allow local communities to 
identify cultural values and undertake coastal 

management works to protect these values on 
Country. 
These actions will be developed further by working 
collaboratively with Aboriginal people to ensure the 
actions will be effective and appropriate in addressing 
threats to culture. This will include targeted 
engagement with peak Aboriginal bodies, government 
agencies and statutory advisory bodies to design 
actions that can link with other government reform 
processes, in particular, proposals to improve the 
governance arrangements for managing Aboriginal 
cultural heritage and cultural fishing.  
 

 

HAVE YOUR SAY 
The Authority is seeking your feedback on the draft 
Strategy. You can submit your feedback via an 
electronic submission form on the marine estate 
reforms website www.marine.nsw.gov.au. 

More information on the draft Strategy can be found 
at www.marine.nsw.gov.au. 

If you have any queries or would like to register for 
marine estate reform updates you can email us 
at contact.us@marine.nsw.gov.au. 
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