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Minutes 
Meeting Cape Byron Marine Park Advisory Committee - CBMPAC 

Meeting # 2020 - Meeting 2 Date 15 May 2020 

Location Via Zoom Video Conference & Phone Time 1.30 – 3.30pm 

Attendees 

Cape Byron Marine Park Advisory Committee members 
Ms Theresa Nicholls, Cr Basil Cameron, Cr Keith Williams, Mr Serge Killingbeck,  
Dr Daniel Bucher, Mr Bill Silvester, Ms Alice Livingston 
 
Cape Byron Advisory Committee alternate members 
Mr Peter Watts 
 
Department of Primary Industries (DPI) Fisheries Staff  
Sarah Fairfull- Director Aquatic Environment (Dir AE), Peter Gallagher - Program 
Leader Marine Operations (PLMO), Rodney James - Program Leader Marine 
Planning (PLMP), Nicole Strehling - A/Senior Manager Marine Planning (SMMP), Matt 
Dasey - Manager Marine Planning (MMP), Andrew Page - Manager Cape Byron 
Marine Park (MCBMP), Karen Ellis - Administration Cape Byron Marine Park 
 

Apologies Mr Joshua Hayhoe, Mr John Gallagher, Cr Cate Coorey 

Prepared by DPI 
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Previous meeting 

Action Status 
20.01 – MCBMP to send recommendation for Chair from the committee 
to the Marine Estate Agency Steering Committee for approval. 

Completed 

20.02 – MCBMP to receive the values document along with a 
background document from SMMP and distribute to CBMPAC. 

Completed 

20.03 – MCBMP to distribute the contact details of members and 
alternate members of CBMPAC to all members and alternate members 
of CBMPAC with the minutes. 

MCBMP also asked whether members and alternate members would 
be comfortable for their contact details to be circulated to members and 
alternate members of the same ‘expertise area’ on other Marine Park 
Advisory Committees.  

Underway  

This meeting 

Agenda Item 1 – Welcome/Acknowledgement 
MCBMP welcomed members, alternate members and DPI staff to the meeting and provided an 
Acknowledgement of Country. 
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Agenda Item 2 – Actions from meeting one 

• MCBMP updated the committee on the latest information regarding Tallow Creek management 
and the current position regarding artificial openings of the creek entrance. In meetings between 
staff from Byron Shire Council, National Parks and Wildlife Service and DPI Fisheries following 
the last artificial opening of Tallow Creek in June 2019, which resulted in a significant fish kill, it 
has been agreed that until a revised entrance opening strategy for Tallow Creek has been 
developed and agreed to by the management agencies, there will be no artificial openings of the 
creek involving the dredging of a channel through the beach berm at the mouth of the creek. 
Artificial opening will only be permitted if the water level of the creek reaches the current trigger 
level of 2.2 m and a significant rain event has commenced and is forecast to persist for the next 
48 hours. If these conditions occur the berm at the mouth of the creek may be skimmed to a 
height of 2.2 m and the creek left to open of its own accord. 

• Following the last artificial opening of Tallow Creek in June 2019 researchers from Southern 
Cross University have been gathering water quality data from the creek for input into models to 
assist managers to predict the likely outcome of artificially opening the creek at any particular 
time. The initial results of this research, which were presented at a workshop convened by 
Byron Shire Council in February 2020, appear to be very positive. 

• SMMP provided an update on a workshop held by DPI Fisheries in Ballina in March 2020 to 
discuss current issues in the research and management of Intermittently Closed and Open 
Lakes and Lagoons (ICOLLs), such as Tallows and Belongil Creeks. The workshop attracted 
over 50 attendees and the SMMP agreed to distribute the outcomes from the workshop to the 
committee. 

ACTION 20.04: SMMP to distribute outcomes from DPI ICOLL workshop held in March 2020. 

Agenda Item 3 – Adoption of minutes 
• No comments were received on the draft minutes of the previous meeting of the CBMPAC held 

on 24 April 2020 circulated to members and alternate members prior to the meeting.  
• A motion to approve the draft minutes of the previous meeting of the CBMPAC was made by Dr 

Daniel Bucher and seconded by Serge Killingbeck. 

Agenda Item 4 – Recommendation of Chair 
• The MCBMP reported to the committee that the recommendation from the previous meeting of 

the advisory committee that Dr Daniel Bucher be appointed as Chair of the CBMPAC was 
supported by the Marine Estate Agency Steering Committee. 

• Dr Daniel Bucher accepted the handover of the role of Chair from MCBMP and chaired the 
remainder of the meeting. 

• PLMO reminded everyone that, as stated in the Marine Parks Advisory Committee Handbook, the 
Chair must disclose any possible conflicts of interest to the MCBMP when appointed and as 
business arises. It is also a requirement that members and alternate members disclose any 
conflicts of interest to the Chair or to the MCBMP. 
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Agenda Item 5 – Summary of feedback on marine park values task 

• SMMP thanked the committee for reviewing and providing comment on the values document.  

• This task is consistent with the first step in the management planning process outlined in section 
48 of the Act – ‘state the environmental, economic and social values to be conserved by the 
marine park’. 

• The document does not attempt to suggest that certain values have been created by the marine 
park or are unique to the marine park. Rather, it attempts to identify values within the marine 
park area so that opportunities to conserve and enhance those values can be explored. 

• The values are not listed in any particular order. 

• Comments are anonymous and have been made by a variety of committee members across 
many areas. 

• SMMP noted that some committee comments had moved past discussing values to exploring 
possible threats and management actions. These comments are relevant to the next steps in 
the management planning process outlined in s. 48 of the Act. 

Agenda Item 6 – Opportunity for members to discuss values 

• The committee discussed values within the Cape Byron Marine Park (CBMP) area and provided 
additional feedback on the values document. 

• Written and verbal feedback from the committee will be summarised and circulated to the 
committee for review and any further comment. Comments regarding possible threats and 
management actions will be noted separately below the values and will also be incorporated into 
the next stage of the process. 

• The Chair led the committee through the ‘Cape Byron Marine Park values discussion paper’. 
Members discussed and commented on each of the values outlined in the discussion paper, 
with the values divided into the following sections:  Habitat; Social; Cultural; and Economic. 

• Members felt that additional areas of important habitat should be added to the current list to 
indicate the wide variety of habitats and unique species that were present in the relatively small 
area of the marine park, and the importance of north flowing and south flowing currents which 
meet in CBMP making the area particularly significant.  

• SMMP acknowledged there were difficulties splitting some social and economic values when 
writing the discussion paper and indicated some activities, e.g. bird watching, could have a 
place in either category. 

• There was some discussion about the level of detail that should be provided in general and 
specifically with respect to the naming of species, fishing clubs, etc. 

• Members considered that it was important to note that CBMP was valued by people well away 
from the coast as well as to the north and south of the boundaries of the park. 

 
ACTION: 20.05. SMMP to recirculate the revised values document with committee feedback for further 
consideration and any final comment. 
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Agenda Item 7 – Next steps: Threats, management objectives, management actions 
 

• SMMP presented an overview of the ‘Identifying threats, objectives and actions for Cape Byron 
Marine Park discussion paper’. 

• SMMP indicated that assistance is sought from the CBMPAC to: 

- Provide local advice on how the threats in the north region Threat and Risk Assessment 
(TARA) apply in CBMP. 

- Consider and develop management objectives for CBMP in relation to values and threats. 

- Provide advice on possible management actions to conserve or enhance values, manage 
threats and deliver on recommended management objectives. 

- Provide advice on informal and formal evidence that should be considered to help inform 
any of the above points. 

• CBMPAC members are asked to read the document and provide any comments to add to the 
discussion paper prior to the next meeting. 

• MMP – is available to discuss the paper one-on-one with members and record verbal comments 
if members find this preferable to providing written comment. 

• CBMPAC to reconvene in June to discuss. 
 
ACTION 20.6: SMMP to distribute the ‘Identifying threats, objectives and actions for CBMP discussion 
paper’ to members. 

Agenda Item 8 – Marine Estate Management Strategy – quarterly reporting and implementation 
updates 

• Dir AE provided the CBMPAC members with relevant information that is located on the website 
www.marine.nsw.gov.au . This included: 

o Marine Estate Management Strategy – Quarterly Snapshot report. 
o Registering through the website to stay informed of the latest news on the marine estate 

reforms. 
o Marine park management plan pilots. 
o Details of the six Marine Park Advisory Committees are listed on the website and the 

minutes of their meetings are to be published here soon. 
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Agenda Item 9 – Other business & next meeting date 
• MCBMP proposed dates and times for the next video conference meeting – agreed date and 

time Fri 12 June, 2 - 4 pm. MCBMP to email meeting invite and minutes of the meeting to 
members. 

• PLMO provided a brief update on the recent recovery of 68 shipping containers lost from the YM 
Efficiency off Newcastle in June 2018.  

• The clean-up removed a significant risk of the containers becoming a future source of marine 
debris and pollution. This action followed an extensive shoreline and shallow inshore water 
clean-up in the Port Stephens-Great Lakes Marine Park and adjacent coastlines immediately 
after the incident.  

• Impacts on the NSW commercial fishing fleet and pollution risks were key considerations in the 
decision to remove the containers and useful lessons have been learnt through DPI involvement 
in the incident debrief. 

 
ACTION 20.7: PLMO to provide the following links concerning the clean-up and the impoundment 
of the YM Eternity to committee members and alternate members:  YM Efficiency container clean-
up ; impoundment of another YM vessel. 

Agenda Item 10 – Close 
• Meeting closed at 3.55 pm. 

Next meeting 
Friday 12 June – 2 pm – 4 pm 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sCcG0V13xnk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sCcG0V13xnk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-02-09/ym-efficiencey-sister-ship-arrested-over-container-clean-up-debt/11947306
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