
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Draft Marine Estate Management Strategy 
FAQ #6 – IMPROVING WATER QUALITY IN OUR MARINE ESTATE 

The Marine Estate Management Authority (the 
Authority) has released a Draft Marine Estate 
Management Strategy (draft Strategy), setting out the 
proposed approach to manage the statewide priority 
threats to the marine estate. 

This fact sheet outlines how the draft Strategy will 
support improvements to water quality in our NSW 
marine estate. We welcome your feedback on this 
draft Strategy. 

WHY IS THE DRAFT STRATEGY 
NEEDED? 
The marine estate includes some of NSW’s most 
valued assets – its coastline, estuaries and marine 
waters. It provides a range of environmental, cultural, 
social and economic benefits to the NSW community.  

The Strategy is a requirement of the Marine Estate 
Management Act 2014. It must set out the vision and 
priorities for management of the marine estate.  

The vision for the marine estate is a 
healthy coast and sea, managed for the 
greatest wellbeing of the community, now 
and into the future.  

The draft Strategy proposes eight management 
initiatives to address priority and cumulative threats 
to the marine estate over the next decade in order to 
deliver on the vision for the marine estate.  

WHY IS WATER QUALITY 
IMPORTANT TO THE 
COMMUNITY? 
Clean water supports a variety of unique and 
abundant marine life. Clean waters are also essential 
to the uses and activities that generates social, 
cultural and economic benefits from the marine 
estate. People want to swim, surf, dive and fish in 
unpolluted water.  

WHY IS MANAGEMENT 
INITIATIVE 1 – IMPROVING 
WATER QUALITY AND 
REDUCING LITTER NEEDED? 
The statewide Threat and Risk Assessment (statewide 
TARA) identified statewide priority threats to our 
marine estate. Water pollution from both urban and 
agricultural sources has been identified as the number 
one threat to the environment and the social, cultural 
and economic benefits derived from the marine 
estate. The proposed actions in the draft Strategy aim 
to reduce the threat of water pollution to the marine 
estate.  



 

 

FAQ #6 – water quality 

NSW Marine Estate Management Authority – p|2 

HOW WILL THE DRAFT 
STRATEGY IMPROVE WATER 
QUALITY AND REDUCE 
LITTER? 
Management Initiative 1 aims to improve water 
quality and reduce marine litter for the benefit of 
marine habitats, wildlife and the community.  

This includes proposed actions to: 

• facilitate and deliver on-ground activities that 
improve diffuse-source run-off or reduce 
their impacts 

• reduce marine litter by extending the ‘Hey 
Tosser!’ anti-litter campaign to focus on 
marine litter 

• pilot a framework for improved diffuse-
source water pollution management in 
agricultural and urban catchments 

• use mechanisms within existing policy and 
legislation more effectively 

• deliver social research, education and 
compliance programs to improve industry 
standards.  

 

HAVE YOUR SAY 
The Authority is interested in your feedback on the 
draft Strategy. You can submit your feedback via an 
electronic submission form on the marine estate 
reforms website www.marine.nsw.gov.au 

More information on consultation and opportunities 
to provide feedback can be found 
at www.marine.nsw.gov.au 

If you have any queries or would like to register for 
marine estate reform updates you can email us 
at contact.us@marine.nsw.gov.au 
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